
 

Dreams of a Climate-forward United States Depends on 
Pennsylvania 

To kick off 2024, PennFuture's President & CEO Patrick McDonnell writes a 

powerful piece in The Philadelphia Inquirer  that counters the claims of recent 
pro-fossil fuel voices in the media and provides examples of how Pennsylvania 
can diversify its energy production. 
  

While states such as California and New York made amazing advances in 
promoting and pursing green infrastructure and renewables, the 
environmentallyconcerned public should be paying attention to PA.  



“The hopes and dreams of a climate-forward United States will ultimately come 
down to what happens in fossil fuel states like Pennsylvania.” 
  

We encourage PennFuture members share the Op-Ed with your friends both in 
and outside of Pennsylvania. 

READ: 

Philadelphia Inquirer Op-Ed 

This will impose much-needed 
“warehouses.”  

  

To find out how you can advocate for 
the model ordinance in your 
community, check out our “Community 
Toolkit.”  

VIEW: 

Community Toolkit 

  

Palmer Township Adopts 

Model Logistics Use 

Ordinance!  
  
On December 27, Palmer Township, 
Northampton County, adopted a new 
zoning ordinance that incorporated 
PennFuture’s model lo g istics us e 

ordinanc e !   
  

restrictions on a highly-impactful form 
of development in an area that is 

already inundated with massive 
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The court granted our motion to 
dismiss the federal case that had been 
filed by Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line 

permits issued to the company’s 
Regional Energy Access Expansion 
project. 
  

“Every single court that has reviewed 
this issue to this point has found the 
Pennsylvania Environmental Hearing 
Board can take up this appeal and 
review Transco’s plans to cross and 
impact multiple miles of Pennsylvania’s 
special protection waters,” said 
Jessica O'Neill, PennFuture's 
Senior Attorney. 
  

“We will continue to push back against 
Transco’s attempts to evade review, 
and we will continue to challenge these 
permits that degrade Pennsylvania’s 
special protection waters.” 

READ:  

Sullivan County Democrat 

 

  

Victory in Transco 

Litigation!  
  
On December 22, 2023, The United 
States District Court for the Middle 

District of Pennsylvania  sided with 
PennFuture and our environmental 
partners. 
  

Company, LLC seeking to prevent the 
Pennsylvania Environmental Hearing 
Board from hearing an appeal of state 
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Carbon County Residents 
and Enviro Orgs Urge DEP 
to Deny Panther Creek’s 
Request to Burn Tires for 
Cryptomining Operations 

  

On December 14, 2023, PennFuture, 
Clean Air Council, and EarthJustice 
hosted a press conference with Carbon 
County residents to urge the PA 
Department of Environmental 
Protection to reject the Panther Creek 
power plant’s application to burn tires 
for cryptomining operations. 
  

The Panther Creek power plant is a 
waste coal-fired plant in 
Nesquehoning, and is now home to 
thousands of cryptocurrency mining 
machines. The power plant requested 
to incinerate 15%  of its fuel from 
shredded tires. 
  

PennFuture attorney Emma Bast 
was interviewed by WFMZ-TV on the 
health dangers of tire burning to 
Carbon County residents. 

WATCH:  

WFMZ-TV news story 

 

Update on Our Giving 

Tuesday Goal!   
  
Thanks to you, our PennFuture 
members,  we reached our $25,000 

goal  to receive the 2024 Kentfields 
Foundation grant of $75,000! 
  
This grant will support our work in 
protecting water quality and local 
communities in the Poconos region. 
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Supporters like you are the ones who 
make it possible for the PennFuture 
Team to investigate environmental 
issues and find solutions. Thank you 
for your continued support!  

DONATE TO PENNFUTURE  

 

  

Energy News Network: Grant seeks 
to recruit Appalachian manufacturers 
for clean energy economy 
  

 
  

  

Virtual: Celebrating Our Victories; 

Visioning What’s Next to Build an 

ReImagine Appalachia: In 

The News 
   
PennFuture's coalition partner 
ReImagine Appalachia was featured in 

two environmentally-focused 
publications in December. 
  
GRIST :   In 2023 ,  or g anized labo r 
became core to the climate movemen t 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
   

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Monday, January 15, 2024 
  
Martin Luther King Jr. Volunteer 
Service Day at Pocono 

Environmental Education Center 
  
Monday, January 15 
9:00  AM 
Please call to register.  Learn more her e . 
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Appalachia That’s Good for Our 

Workers, Communities and 

Climate 

  

Tuesday, January 16, 2024 and 
Wednesday, January 17, 2024 
11:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

  

This year, the conversation continues 
to focus around implementation efforts 
related to Congress’ passage of a 
monumental federal climate 
infrastructure package as well as telling 
the story of its success in bringing back 
hope to a region long left behind. 
  

Register to attend 

Donations Make a Difference 

You can add your voice when you become a member. 

All gifts made to PennFuture, no matter how large or small, make you a 

member of our organization. The official registration and financial information of 

PennFuture may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling within 

Pennsylvania toll free 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. 

DONATE 

 

  
PennFuture 610 
North Third St. 

Harrisburg, PA 17101 
United States 

  
If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please 

unsubscribe. 
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