
Celebrating Our Clean Water Volunteer Advocates! 
 
 

 

PennFuture Impact Scorecard & Penny Awards 

Though this newsletter focuses almost exclusively on 

PennFuture's Erie Our Water, Our Future Campaign, it is 

important to show how this regional focus contributes to our 

statewide impact. 

Each year, PennFuture publishes an Impact Scorecard 

showcasing the diversity of tactics and tools we use to 

advocate for our environment and our communities. 

Highlights from our 2023 Impact Scorecard include:  

More than 300 meetings with legislators. 

120 media mentions, including articles in national outlets. 

32 expert public comment submissions and 39 sign-on 

coalition letters. 

Read the 2023 PennFuture Impact Scorecard! 
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Our impact is significantly amplified by our many volunteers and partner organizations! 

Throughout the year, our advocates work tirelessly with us and other organizations to 

prioritize the protection of our communities and our environment. 

Our advocates have done everything from writing letters to the editor, signing petitions, 

talking with their legislators, and attending events. The list goes on!   

At 6 pm on Thursday, February 8th, PennFuture and Conservation Voters of PA will 

recognize and thank our volunteers and partners for their hard work at our annual Penny 

Awards! For the first time, we will recognize advocates from the Lake Erie Watershed, so join 

us to thank these wonderful volunteers! 

Register for the 2024 Penny Awards! 

Helping Master Watershed Stewards Master Clean 

Water Advocacy 

The Penn State Extension Crawford, Erie, and Warren 

Master Watershed Steward Program invited PennFuture to 

present at their January volunteer appreciation potluck.  

PennFuture Erie Campaign Manager Jenny Tompkins 

presented "Mastering Clean Water Advocacy as a Master 

Watershed Steward." 

PennFuture presented on how to advocate without lobbying, 

(which is restricted for stewards), how to navigate local  government in Pennsylvania, 

and advocacy success stories from the MWS program to celebrate! 

We are thankful for the thousands of volunteer hours (many 

focused on advocacy) completed by the Crawford, Erie, and 

Warren Master Watershed Stewards since the program's 

founding only a few years ago!!  

The Master Watershed Steward Program is still accepting 

applications for their Spring 2024 cohort - apply here! 
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Recent News & Community Highlights 

PA Sea Grant, Partners Offer Choose Native Plants Workshops for Landscape 

Professionals in Erie, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, PA Environment Digest 

Artists wanted for City of Erie's East Bayfront Greenway Trail Project, YourErie 

Once Known for Its Pollution, Pittsburgh Becomes a Poster Child for Climate 

Consciousness, Inside Climate News 

New PA fishing and boating regulations aim to combat invasive species, FOX 43 

CFA Approves $27 Million in Watershed, Recreation Projects Funded by Act 13 Drilling 

Impact Fees; Fees Dropping $104 Million in 2024; New Grant Round Opening, PA 

Environment Digest 

Teachers invited to apply for weeklong research trip on Lake Erie: 'Amazing Opportunity', 
  

Upcoming Events, Deadlines, & Comment 

Opportunities 

Upcoming Events & Deadlines 

PennFuture-Led Events: 

Thursday, February 8th: 2024 Penny Awards: Environmental Advocacy Celebration, 6-7 

pm, PennFuture & Conservation Voters of PA Annual Volunteer Appreciation Awards 

Community Events & Deadlines: 

Wednesday, January 31st: Lecture: The Importance of Trees in Forests and Cities by 

Christopher Dolanc, Ph.D., 6:30-7:30 pm, Asbury Woods 

Wednesday, January 31st: Save the Library Event, 6 pm, Erie Maennerchor Club 

Friday, February 9th: From Gray to Green: Exploring and Comparing German, US 

Models of Economic Transition, 12-1:30 pm, Jefferson Educational Society 

Detroit Free Press 

Western Lake Erie vanishes after blizzard winds cause seich e ,  MLive 

Threats to the Great Lake s , Buffalo Rising 

Bottled Water Contains More Plastic Particles Than Previousl y  Thou g h t , Bloomberg Green 

A Year of Extreme Weather ,  as Seen from S pac e ,  Yale Environment 360 
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Friday, February 16th: Deadline to apply for the Crawford, Erie, & Warren County Master 

Watershed Steward Program 

Friday, February 16th: Deadline to apply for the Erie County Conservation District PRISM 

Mini-Grant Program to Combat Invasive Species & to complete the Invasive Species 

Needs Assessment Survey 

Public Comment Opportunities 

Climate Strategy Opinion Survey - PA Department of Environmental Protection 
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